
Newcomb Newsletter
Term 4, Week 8, Friday 28  Novemberth

IMPORTANT DATES

NOVEMBER

28th - Publishing Party BER 12.30pm
28   -  Assembly 2.50pm All welcometh

DECEMBER

2nd - School Council Meeting 4.45pm
9  - Whole School Transition Day 9-12.30th

10  - Volunteer Morning Tea 11.00amth

10  - Prep Christmas Lunchth

12   -  Assembly 2.50pm All welcometh

16  - Year 6 Graduationth

17  - End of year class celebrationsth

17  - Reports available on Compassth

18   - Final Assembly & Xmas Spectacular! 9amth

19  - Last day of Term 4 Early finish 2.15pmth

JANUARY

28th - Assessment Day (individual timeslots)
29  - First day for all students (F-6)th

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we head towards the end of another school year we would like to thank our teachers
and education support staff for the incredible work they do each day.  We are
exceptionally lucky with the team we have had this year who have gone above and beyond
for our students and families.  We know that Newcomb PS is a special community because
of the people here.  We are excited to share our teaching team for 2026:

Prep - Morgan Devlin
Year 1 - TBC (this position is currently advertised)
Year 1/2 - Jess Fatone
Year 2 - Melissa Gee
Year 3 - Chelsey Vipont
Year 4 - Tyler Boots
Year 5 - Cayla Marino
Year 6 - Sherridan Woolard 

At the end of the school year there is always some farewells and some welcomes as we
appoint our team for the new year.  We would like to wish Zarly Smith well as she heads off
to a new school for the next step in her career.  We would also like to congratulate Joseph
Nguyen on his appointment to a school in Melbourne as he makes a move to the big
smoke!  A big thankyou and best wishes to Amanda Wright who is taking on a teaching role
closer to home for 12 months at Wangala PS.  We look forward to welcoming her back in
2027.  Paige Clay who has been in intervention this year has also taken a transfer position
for 12 months closer to home and we look forward to seeing her in 2027.  We congraultate
Grace Dennis who has accepted an ongoing position closer to home at Biyala PSrimary
School.  We are excited to welcome back Melissa Gee and look forward to introducing our
new teachers Jess Fatone and Sherridan Woolard.  We look forward to sharing a final
update on our Education Support Staff team in our next newsletter 

Stay tuned for our staffing profiles on our socials as we introduce each of our staff
members for 2026!

Blanche Denmead & Carmen Britnell - Principal Team



IMPORTANT INFORMATION & UPDATES

Our School Council plays a vital role in our school.  If you have any ideas, suggestions or feedback about our
school please feel free to contact any member of school council or email our School Council President at
pinkpawprincess@hotmail.com.   Our school council representatives for 2025 are: Natalie Edwards (President),
Calista Davis (Vice President), Amanda Wright (Secretary), Allison Fogarty (Treasurer), Morgan Foster
(Community Representative), Meagan Morris (Parent Representative), Lyn Wilcock (Parent Representative),
Penny Winbolt (Parent Representative), Rachel Smith (Parent Representative), Donna Parsons (DET
Representative), Michelle Stewart (DET Representative), Carmen Britnell (Principal).

The next school council meeting for Term 4 is on Tuesday 2  of December.nd

SCHOOL COUNCIL 2025

TRANSITION DAY - TUESDAY 9  DECEMBERTH

On Tuesday the 9  of December we have our annual
whole school transition day.  Our Year 6 students spend
the day at their new school learning about all high
school has to offer and meeting their peers for 2026.  

th

Our students will spend the morning in their new
classroom with their new class teacher for 2026.  The
transition session runs from 9am until 12.30pm.  It aims
to reduce anxiety about the coming school year and
gives the opportunity to get to know their new
classroom teacher and Education Support staff for the
new school year.  

Throughout the morning students will be involved in
community and team building activities and will have
the chance to share about themselves, while getting to
know more about their peers.  Our new Preps and
students coming to us from other schools will also join
us for the day.  On this day all students will bring home
a note so that parents are informed of their class
teacher for 2026.  

CLASS PLACEMENT FOR 2026
In 2026 we will have a mix of straight year level classes
and some composite classes, based on our current and
future enrolments.  We decide on class composition
with consideration to academic, social and behavioural
considerations.  This is a thorough process with great
thought given to ensuring students are placed in a class
that will provide optimal learning.

SUNSMART
There is a large number of students continuing to come
to school without a hat.  Please ensure you check with
your child each morning to see that they have their hat
packed for the day.  Students who do not have a hat will
need to play under cover. 

Please also remember to put sunscreen on your
child/ren each morning. If they have some in their
school bag please remind them to re apply as required.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 2025
We would like to acknowledge the exceptional work of
our school leaders in 2025.  They have shown great
leadership at assemblies, conferences and our big
school events.  It is an incredible opportunity for our
students and we look forward to announcing our
2026 school leaders at our final assembly on the 18
of December.  

th

We would like to thank our Junior School Councillors
for 2025.  They have done an incredible job of leading
our termly events and have fundraised for a number
of important causes.

We would also like to acknowledge Ms. Smith and her
incredible leadership and organisation of this group.  
The JSC has been very successful as a result of your
guidance, Ms. Smith,  Thankyou!

At the beginning of 2026 we will be appointing our
new Junior School Councillors for the new school
year.  This is a great leadership opportunity and we
encourage students to apply for the position to lead
their class.  This process will happen early in 2026.



LEARNING AT NEWCOMB
ENGLISH
Every day at Newcomb PS our students
participate in evidence based fluency
instruction.
Expectations are set and include the following:

Teaching student routines (each technique,
how to time, how to give feedback).
Teacher feedback should be explicit and be
focused on rate, accuracy or expression.
Partnering students appropriately (can use
WCPM/ORF to support text selection).
Goals as per norm:

By the end of year 1: 60 WPM (39-75)
By the end of year 2: 90-100 WPM (94-
127)
In years 3-6: 100-120 WPM (114-163)

Teacher read aloud- modelling fluent
reading (accuracy, rate, expression)- during
novel study, Core Knowledge etc. Minimum
three times per day e.g. during eating time.

We include partner, repeated, echo and choral
reading.

 

GEM CHAT

ASSESSMENT
All classrooms have now completed our
end of year assessments. These have
included:
DIBELS - (Dynamic Indicators of Basic
Early Literacy Skills), a set of short,
research-based assessments used to
measure and monitor foundational
literacy skills in students from
kindergarten through 8th grade.
Acadience Math - measures of early
numeracy, computation, and problem-
solving that function as indicators of the
essential skills that every child must
master in order to become proficient in
mathematics.
It is wonderful to see the growth children
have made throughout 2025. This table is
from our incredible prep students.

Thanks, and have a great week
Robyn Evans
Assistant Principal



Whats been happening in
the 1/2's
 What a wonderfullybusy and
exciting term it has been in Grade

1/2! The students have shown
enthusiasm, curiosity, and a great

sense of fun as they’ve taken part in
a range of engaging learning

experiences.
One of the biggest highlights this
term was our Halloween Dress Up

Day. The students absolutely loved
coming to school in their creative
costumes, and we had some truly
spooky (and sometimes very silly!)

monsters roaming the classroom. It
was a fantastic day filled with

laughter and imagination.





Another standout event was the
school swimming program. It was
fantastic to see students grow in
confidence and skill each session
We are so proud of the effort and

persistence everyone showed
throughout the program.





It has certainly been a busy term, but also a very
joyful one. We have had so much fun learning

together and celebrating all the wonderful things
that make our world unique.

In the classroom, the students have been exploring
Holidays Around the World. They have learnt about a
range of celebrations, including Ramadan and Eid-

Al-Fitr, Chinese New Year, Diwali, Hanukkah,
Carnival, Día de los Muertos, and Bastille Day. The

children loved discovering the traditions, foods,
stories, and symbols connected to each celebration.





Congratulations to
these students who

have been
working hard this

fortnight!

Values 
Awards

Student of the Week Awards 



We would like to
invite all younger

siblings of NPS
students



Schools Round – Geelong Venom 
WNBL Home Game 

It’s not just about basketball – we’ve got a wild lineup of
entertainment including a special Venom appearance from Wildlife
Exposure! Meet pythons, crocodiles, and more up close. Plus, enjoy

giveaways and surprises throughout the day.



Prep 2026 Transition
for Nature Links

Prep 2026 Transition
for Nature Links





Prepping
for Prep

Literacy
Booster

Confidence
on Wheels

Spots are limited - inquire now! 

Perfect for primary school aged children. Over six
fun 2-hour sessions, your child will improve
handwriting, boost reading confidence, spark
imagination through creative play, and build
teamwork with shared projects and games.

Does your child have new wheels on their Christmas
list? Our intensive programs are run over 3 fun 1.5
hour sessions. For ages 4+ our experienced physios
will have your child rolling into the holidays with
confidence. 

Over 6, 2-hour sessions, children work towards their
own goals in a small group environment. With a focus
on confidence, skill-building, independence, and
social communication, your child will be ready to start
school feeling prepared and proud.

 Register online www.childrenstherapyservices.com.au
or call our friendly team on 03 5221 1078


















